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This Community 
information sheet 
provides a background to 
the Stone Ridge Quarry 
Project (the Project), 
located within the 
Wallaroo State Forest at 
Balickera, NSW (refer to 
Figure 1). It includes:

The early-stage community consultation and 
preliminary assessments undertaken during the 
scoping phase assessment have informed several 
refinements and updates to the Project to ensure that 
the feedback provided from the local community and 
project stakeholders contributes to project planning 
and design. 

The Project is being proposed because it provides 
access to a high quality, hard rock resource that is 
suitable for producing a wide range of quarry products 
currently in demand to supply significant infrastructure 
development within the region. 

During our first round of engagement, which focused 
on residents located within 2 km of the Project, 
residents raised issues in relation to tra�c and safety 
of the Italia Road/Pacific Highway intersection. We 
have been working with Transport for NSW (TfNSW) and 
the two other quarry parties in the Italia Road area to 
develop plans to upgrade the intersection to address 
these safety concerns. TfNSW is currently providing 
feedback on proposed access arrangements at the 
intersection. Further consultation in relation to the 
design of the proposed works will be undertaken once 
this process is complete. 

We have also been engaging with the Forestry 
Corporation of NSW regarding the identification of 
biodiversity o�set areas. A large area of Wallaroo State 
Forest will be reserved for conservation purposes and 
protected as a biodiversity o�set for proposed 
vegetation clearing associated with the Project.

Key Project Updates 

a brief background to the 
Project and update on 
current Project status;

an overview of the 
environmental impact 
assessment and process;

an update on the key 
outcomes of the 
early-stage stakeholder 
engagement undertaken 
as part of the scoping 
phase and outlines the 
next steps in the planning 
and assessment process.



1.1 Background

Australian Resource Development 
Group Pty Limited (ARDG) (the 
Proponent), is a Newcastle-based 
business with specialist expertise in 
identifying and developing quarry 
resources to supply the construction 
materials requirements of renewable 
energy projects and 
resource-depleted construction 
materials markets. ARDG has a proven 
track record of minimising impacts of 
its quarry projects while also 
delivering significant environmental 
and community benefits.

ARDG is committed to developing and 
maintaining genuine partnerships with 
all stakeholders and local 
communities for all its projects. The 
company is committed to 
communicating openly, honestly and 
in a transparent manner with all 
stakeholders.

or at: 
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/stone-ridge-quarry-project

The Project would provide access to a 
high quality, hard rock resource that is 
suitable for producing a wide range of 
quarry products for the Lower Hunter, 
Central Coast, and northern Sydney 
construction materials markets. These 
materials are required to support future 
demand in these regions for high quality 
quarry products. ARDG is seeking approval 
for up to 1.5 million tonnes per annum of 
quarry product to be transported from the 
Project over a 30-year approval life.

Between late-2019 and early-2020, the 
scoping phase for the Project was 
completed, with the submission of the 
Scoping Report to the NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment (DPE) occurring 
in February 2020. The Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements 
(SEARs) were subsequently received from 
DPE in June 2020 and outline the 
requirements for the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS).

The Stone Ridge Quarry Project 
Scoping Report, the Project specific 
SEARs and further Project 
information can be accessed via the 
QR code 
 



1.2 Project Impact Assessment
Figure 1 outlines the project area and indicative life of project footprint.
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The early-stage community consultation and 
preliminary assessments undertaken during the 
scoping phase assessment have informed several 
refinements and updates to the Project to ensure that 
the feedback provided from the local community and 
project stakeholders contributes to project planning 
and design. 

The Project is being proposed because it provides 
access to a high quality, hard rock resource that is 
suitable for producing a wide range of quarry products 
currently in demand to supply significant infrastructure 
development within the region. 

During our first round of engagement, which focused 
on residents located within 2 km of the Project, 
residents raised issues in relation to tra�c and safety 
of the Italia Road/Pacific Highway intersection. We 
have been working with Transport for NSW (TfNSW) and 
the two other quarry parties in the Italia Road area to 
develop plans to upgrade the intersection to address 
these safety concerns. TfNSW is currently providing 
feedback on proposed access arrangements at the 
intersection. Further consultation in relation to the 
design of the proposed works will be undertaken once 
this process is complete. 

We have also been engaging with the Forestry 
Corporation of NSW regarding the identification of 
biodiversity o�set areas. A large area of Wallaroo State 
Forest will be reserved for conservation purposes and 
protected as a biodiversity o�set for proposed 
vegetation clearing associated with the Project.

The Project will be 
assessed under the NSW 
State Significant 
Development (SSD) 
planning process, which 
is outlined in Figure 2.  

The Project is currently in 
the EIS Preparation 
Phase, with several 
detailed environmental 
and social assessment 
studies being 
undertaken, as 
summarised below. 
Umwelt (Australia) Pty 
Limited, environmental 
and social consultants, 
have been engaged to 
deliver the EIS, including 
the Social Impact 
Assessment (SIA) for the 
Project. 

SCOPING

Environmental Impact
Assessment Phase

Engagement with local 
landholders and key 
stakeholders

Lodgement of Scoping Report 
to the Department

Department issues project-
specific Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SEARs)

Lodgement of DA supported by 
the EIS including a SIA   

Preparation of
Social Impact Assessment

 

RESPONDING TO SUBMISSIONS

Preparation of Submissions Report that explains how 
submissions have been addressed

ASSESSMENT

DETERMINATION

EIS PREPARATION

PUBLIC EXHIBITION

Department assesses the Project and provides its 
findings to the consent authority  

POST APPROVAL

A
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Preliminary social & 
environmental
assessment studies commence

 

Engagem
ent w

ith potentially affected people and other inter ested parties

Continued engagement with 
local landholders and key 
stakeholders

Refinement of plans 
and preparation of 
assessment studies 

 WE ARE HERE

Consent authority decides whether to approve or refuse the 
Project, including conditions of consent if approved   

Department regulates Project 
to ensure compliance with 
the conditions of consent    

Implementation of mitigation 
and enhancement measures 
and monitoring and 
management framework     

Social Impact Assessment
Activities and Outputs

Department places EIS on public exhibition



ASSESSMENT STUDIES

The EIS will assess the impact of the 
Project on a range of issues including: 
biodiversity, heritage (Aboriginal and 
built), noise and vibration, air quality, 
tra�c and transport, social and 
community, surface and groundwater, 
land use, visual, hazard and risk, 
economics, and waste.

These specialist environmental 
studies are currently in progress.  
Preliminary results and some further 
detail relating to key assessments is 
provided below.

Detailed seasonal flora and fauna 
surveys have been undertaken in 
accordance with the Biodiversity 
Assessment Method (BAM). In accordance 
with the avoid, mitigate, o�set hierarchy, 
the Project footprint was modified to 
avoid impacts to known records of the 
threatened orchid Pterostylis chaetophora. 
Following the application of avoidance 
and mitigation measures, the Project is 
likely to require potential impacts to be 
mitigated by biodiversity o�setting 
requirements. A large area of Wallaroo 
State Forest that contains like-for-like 
biodiversity features will be conserved 
in-perpetuity under a Biodiversity 
Stewardship Agreement to appropriately 
o�set the development prior to 
commencement of the Project.

Biodiversity

A detailed Noise Impact Assessment 
(NIA) is being prepared for the Project to 
assess the noise impacts on surrounding 
sensitive receivers.  The preliminary 
modelling outcomes of the NIA are being 
used to refine the detailed quarry design 
to ensure that compliance with statutory 
noise limits can be achieved at all 
potential residential receivers should the 
Project be approved.  The NIA will also 
identify any required noise management 
and mitigation measures (including 
required monitoring) to be implemented.  
An assessment of potential vibration 
impacts associated with blasting is also 
being undertaken. The preliminary 
modelling results are being used to 
refine the design of blasts to ensure any 
vibration and overpressure are 
compliant with statutory limits at any 
surrounding sensitive receivers.

Noise and Vibration 

An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Assessment (ACHA) is currently being 
prepared in consultation with the 
Registered Aboriginal Parties, which has 
included conducting a site survey. No 
Aboriginal objects or areas of 
archaeological potential were identified 
during the survey. A Historic Heritage 
Assessment is also being prepared to 
assess any potential impact on built 
heritage associated with the Project, 
noting there are no items of historic 
heritage significance located within or 
close to the Project Area.

Heritage 
(Aboriginal and built) 



A detailed Surface Water Impact 
Assessment (SWIA) is being prepared to 
assess the potential impacts of the 
Project on surface water flows and 
quality, as well as assessing the potential 
for impacts on downstream water users.  
A surface water sampling program has 
been undertaken over the last two years 
to collect background information on 
water quality, the results of which will 
feed into the SWIA.

Surface Water 

The detailed resource investigation 
program undertaken for the project 
indicates that the hard rock resource 
present within the project area is poorly 
to very-poorly permeable.  The extent of 
this hard rock resource has been well 
defined, and the proposed extraction 
area will remain well within the limits of 
the hard rock resource, thereby limiting 
potential interaction with groundwater.  
Notwithstanding, a series of groundwater 
monitoring bores have been installed 
across the site and these have been 
monitored over the last two years to 
build a more detailed understanding of 
the local groundwater regime. 
Additionally, a detailed groundwater 
impact assessment is being prepared to 
assess any potential impacts to 
groundwater of the Project.

Groundwater 

A detailed Air Quality Impact Assessment 
(AQIA) is being prepared for the Project 
to assess potential air quality impacts on 
surrounding sensitive receivers.  The 
preliminary modelling results of the AQIA 
are being used to refine the detailed 
quarry design to ensure that compliance 
with statutory air quality limits is 
achieved at all potential residential 
receivers should the Project be 
approved.  The AQIA will also identify any 
required air quality management and 
mitigation measures (including 
monitoring) to be implemented. 

Air Quality 

A detailed Tra�c Impact Assessment 
(TIA) is being prepared to assess the 
changes in tra�c volumes on the 
surrounding road network as a result of 
the Project. All quarry trucks traveling to 
and from the quarry would do so via the 
Pacific Highway.  No trucks would be 
permitted to travel on Italia Road west of 
the quarry entrance (i.e. in the direction 
of Seaham). The peak number of trucks 
proposed for the project will be informed 
by the TIA, which will include 
consideration of intersection capacity, 
road safety, accessibility and assessment 
of potential cumulative impacts on the 
road network resulting from the project, 
the Boral Seaham Quarry and other 
nearby developments.

Transport

A Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is being 
undertaken, which is being informed by 
engagement with key stakeholders, to 
assess the social impacts (positive and 
negative) associated with the Project and 

Social and Community 

to identify strategies to mitigate and/or 
enhance social impacts. Early 
engagement has been undertaken with 
local residents and key stakeholders (in 
February 2020) to identify matters of 
importance to the community, by seeking 
to understand the views, interests, issues, 
and concerns in relation to the Project. 



Tra�c impacts and road safety were 
a key concern for near neighbours 
consulted along Italia Road and Nine 
Mile Creek Road.  This issue was also 
raised by TfNSW particularly in 
relation to the Italia Road/Pacific 
Highway Intersection. 

During our initial consultation, the 
community raised concerns 
regarding the safety of the existing 
Pacific Highway / Italia Road 
intersection, primarily related to 
existing southbound quarry trucks 
turning right from Italia Road onto 
the Pacific Highway.  In response, 
ARDG has been working closely with 
TfNSW and the two other quarry 
parties in the Italia Road area to 
address these concerns.

In summary, TfNSW has provided 
in-principle support for an 
intersection upgrade, which includes 
a new northbound (left-turn) 
acceleration lane from Italia Road.  A 
key feature of the proposed upgrade 
is that all heavy vehicles (including 
quarry trucks) will be prohibited from 
turning right from Italia Road onto 
the Pacific Highway.  Detailed design 
of the proposed intersection upgrade 
is currently in progress and will be 
communicated as we progress 
through the design process with 
TfNSW.

WHAT HAVE WE HEARD SO FAR?

To date, we have met with approximately 30 
stakeholders including local 
landholders/residents, local businesses, 
aboriginal groups, and key local and state 
government agencies including Port Stephens 
Council, Hunter Water Corporation, Forestry 
Corporation and TfNSW.  

Issues raised by stakeholders to date include 
the following:

Accessibility
• Tra�c impacts along Italia Road
• Road Safety (Italia Road / Pacific 

Highway intersection)

Health and wellbeing 
• Dust in rainwater tanks
• Air quality impacts

Livelihoods and Way of Life

• Property damage caused by blasting
• Potential impacts to property values

Surroundings

• Surface water quality
• Impacts on the natural environment, 

local wildlife, and biodiversity  

Social Amenity Impacts
• Operational noise
• Dust
• Visual impacts



The EIS is planned to be lodged with the 
NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment (DPE) in late 2022. Both the 
Environmental and Social Impact 
Assessments will be available on the DPE 
Planning Portal after they have been 
submitted to the DPE during the 
exhibition period for further community 
comment.  

ARDG is seeking further feedback from 
the local community on the Project as 
part of the planning and development 
process. Further consultation with key 
stakeholders will be undertaken to 
provide feedback on the outputs of the 
assessment studies, so we will be in 
touch once these studies are complete.

justin@ardg.com.au

0427 180 923

www.ardg.com.au

Director – Planning & Development
ARDG

JUSTIN MELEO

lrigby@umwelt.com.au 

0458 458 616

www.umwelt.com.au

Social Consultant Umwelt (Australia) 
Pty Ltd

LOGAN RIGBY

PROPOSED TIMING

HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED?

It is important to us that the local 
community is fully informed of the 
Project and can participate in the 
planning process. 

In the coming months, ARDG and 
Umwelt will be contacting and 
re-connecting with community 
members and stakeholders in 
proximity to the Project, as well as 
those that may have an interest in the 
Project. This will include nearby 
residents, local businesses and 
service providers, Aboriginal and 
community groups and government 
agencies.  

Outcomes of this community 
engagement will further inform the 
Environmental and Social Impact 
Assessment, including identification of 
Project design opportunities and 
refinements. 

If you would like to receive further 
information on the Project or would like 
to arrange a time to meet with the 
Project team, please contact us on the 
details below.  

We look forward to your continued 
participation and involvement.

CONTACT US


